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Sensational stories in the Western English language media from the world’s most populous country and second biggest economy have been captivating audiences with glimpses of the contemporary 
Chinese criminal justice system. Our screens in 2012 showed the arrest and 
subsequent disappearance of high-flying politician and provincial chief Bo 
Xi Lai, the unsuccessful attempt of his police chief in seeking asylum, the 
single-day trial and conviction of his wife for murdering a British “fixer”, 
and the dramatic escape from rural house arrest of blind activist “barefoot 
lawyer Chen Guang Cheng. All of this playing out against a background of 
mind-blowing income inequality, conspicuous luxury consumption, high-
tech goods produced in prison-like conditions, widespread corruption, 
repression, mass protests, and censorship. The year concluded with the 
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historically unusual peaceful transition of power among the top leadership. 
All these raise questions about what exactly the average entrant into the 
criminal justice system experiences. Is the system as revealed by these few 
highly publicized cases operating as usual? Or atypical? What is the aver-
age citizen’s actual experience of criminal justice in China?
With opportunities for US–China faculty exchanges and student study-
abroad programs increasing, we librarians are experiencing a surge of in-
terest in materials about China from users without strong Chinese lan-
guage skills. Being unable to read Chinese is a serious limitation to those 
who wish to read about criminal justice in China. Fortunately there are 
many works published in English in fairly broad circulation. The aim of 
this bibliography is to identify, for those new to the field, recent valuable 
contributions to the criminal justice literature on contemporary China, 
and some classic works useful for setting the historic context. The period 
covered is generally from the post-Mao reform period, 1976, to the pres-
ent, but concentrates heavily on the administrations of Hu Jintao and Wen 
Jiabao, from 2003–12. The focus is on the People’s Republic of China, that 
is, mainland China. 
Some China-based researchers do of course publish in the top English-
language journals, either alone or in collaboration with Western authors. 
But the many journals published by universities, public security (police) 
colleges, and procuratorates in China are inaccessible to non-Chinese-lan-
guage readers. However, selected works chosen from academic Chinese-
language journals are republished in English translation, in Frontiers of 
Law in China (SpringerVerlag) and in Social Sciences in China (Taylor & 
Francis), both of which are indexed in SCOPUS. Unfortunately, the quality 
of the translation can at times be less than ideal. Some English-language 
literature reviews do successfully integrate both English- and Chinese-
language works.1
The print format in which this bibliography is presented limits the entry 
points to the resources. Thus, each is listed under one heading only, though 
in many cases, other headings would also have been valid. An attempt has 
been made to choose the most appropriate single heading. The topics are 
1. For example, on torture and interrogation, Wu and Beken (2010, 2012). Wu, 
W., and T. Van der Beken. 2010. “Police Torture in China and its Causes: A Review 
of Literature.” Australian and New Zealand Journal of Criminology 43 (3): 557–79; 
Wu, W., and T. Van der Beken. 2012. “The Evolution of Criminal Interrogation 
Rules in China.” International Journal of Law, Crime and Justice 40 (4): 271–95.
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not intended as comprehensive, but indicative of the range of publications 
available, and hopefully have included the most interesting and the most 
significant.
Introductions to China
General Overviews of the Chinese Criminal Justice System
History
 Non-Period Specific General Criminal Justice Histories
Pre-1949
 1949 to the Death of Mao Zedong, 1976
 Reform Era to Tiananmen Square, 1989
 Post–Tiananmen Square to 2003
Criminology
Research and Methodological Issues 
Police and Policing











 Organized Crime & Terrorism 
 Drugs, Alcohol & Tobacco
 Sex Crimes
 Intimate Partner Violence
 Environmental Crimes
 Transnational Issues
 Intellectual Property 
 Cybercrime 
Public Opinion, Attitudes, and Media
Law—General
 Criminal Law
 Rule of Law
 Lawyers
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Special Administrative Regions: Hong Kong and Macau 
Websites and Social Media 
 Professional and Academic Organizations






Criminal justice does not exist in a vacuum. Before diving into the specif-
ics, some context may be helpful. There are many books on the market 
attempting to explain China to the curious reader. The third edition of 
Yale professor John Bryan Starr’s Understanding China: A Guide to China’s 
Economy, History and Political Culture (Hill & Wang, 2010) is recommend-
ed, and includes a chapter on the rule of law. Also from a Yale scholar, also 
in its third edition, is Jonathan Spence’s classic on modern Chinese history, 
The Search for Modern China (W. W. Norton, 2012). Richard McGregor’s 
The Party: The Secret World of China’s Communist Rulers (Harper Perennial, 
2012) serves as a reminder of the ubiquitous presence of the communist 
party. On the lighter side, journalist Duncan Hewitt has written a lively 
and intelligent firsthand account, Getting Rich First: Life in a Changing 
China (Vintage, 2008), published in the United States under the title China: 
Getting Rich First: A Modern Social History (Pegasus, 2008). From another 
foreign correspondent, Oliver August, the anecdote-filled Inside the Red 
Mansion (Houghton Mifflin, 2007) reflects a many years long obsession 
with the entrepreneur/gangster Lai Changxing, exploring the chaotic and 
legally ambiguous business environment of China in the 1990s and early 
2000s. 
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General Overviews of the Chinese Criminal Justice System
An anthology to be published mid-2013, by Routledge, the Handbook of 
Chinese Criminology, promises to deliver up-to-date surveys of criminal 
justice topics written by leading researchers, including Margaret Lewis, 
Liqun Cao, Bakken Borge and more. Currently available is a special issue 
of the Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice (vol. 26, no. 1), published 
in 2010. It was “designed to provide readers with a basic understanding 
of China’s historical development and its current state of criminological 
research and practice.”2 Articles focus on policing, corrections and pun-
ishment, adjudication and legal reform, corruption, prostitution, Internet 
issues, and general criminology. Other prominent journals that have pub-
lished special issues concentrating on criminal justice in China, include 
Crime, Law and Social Change (vol. 50, no. 3, 2008), the Australian and 
New Zealand Journal of Criminology (vol. 37, suppl. 1, 2004), the British 
Journal of Criminology (vol. 42, no. 2, 2002), the Journal of Contemporary 
Criminal Justice (vol. 14, no. 3, 1998), and Crime & Delinquency (vol. 39, 
no. 3, 1993). 
“Chinese legal scholars frequently refer to the stages of the criminal 
process as being completely separate and independent from one anoth-
er. The police have complete control over the investigative stage of a case. 
The prosecutors control the charging decision. The courts decide guilt or 
innocence.”3
Albrecht, H. J., and H. Kury. 1999. Crime, Criminal Law Reform & Correc-
tions in Times of Social Change. Papers from the second German-Chinese 
Colloquium on Criminology and Criminal Law, 1997. [Freiburg, Ger-
many: Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law].
Bakken, B., ed. 2005. Crime, Punishment, and Policing in China. Lan-
ham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. A collection of six essays from lead-
ing researchers, focusing mainly on punishment and policing, with an 
introduction by Bakken. 
2. Hong Lu, and Terance D Miethe. 2010. “Editors’ Introduction”, in “Crime and 
Justice in China” eds. Hong Lu and Terence D. Miethe, special issue, Journal of 
Contemporary Criminal Justice 26, no. 1 (2010), 4. 
3. I. Belkin, “China,” in Criminal Procedure: A Worldwide Study, 2nd ed., ed. C. 
M. Bradley (Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press, 2007), 92.
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Belkin, I. 2000. “China’s Criminal Justice System: A Work in Progress.” 
Washington Journal of Modern China 6(2): 61–84. http://www.law.yale.
edu/documents/pdf/Chinas_Criminal_Justice_System.pdf.
Broadhurst, R., ed. 2004. Crime and its Control in the People’s Republic 
of China:  Proceedings of the University of Hong Kong Annual Sympo-
sia 2000–2002. Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong. Retrieved from 
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/4264/. An anthology of papers covering a vari-
ety of topics including economic crime is available at the digital reposi-
tory hosted by the Queensland University of Technology. The papers 
were presented by researchers based in mainland China, Hong Kong, 
Australia, the United States, and the United Kingdom at symposia held 
in Beijing and Hong Kong between 2000 and 2002. The thirty papers are 
in six groups: financial risk control, economic crime, crime patterns and 
social transition, drugs and crime, organized crime and its control, and 
crimes and criminals.
Broadhurst, R., and J. Liu. 2004. “Introduction: Crime, Law and Crimi-
nology.” In “Crime, Law and Criminology in China”, edited by Roderic 
Broadhurst and Jianhong Liu. Special issue, The Australian and New 
Zealand Journal of Criminology 37 (suppl.): 1–12. 
Cao, L., I. Y. Sun, and B. Hebenton. Forthcoming. Handbook of Chinese 
Criminology. NY: Routledge.
Chen, X. 2004. “Social and Legal Control in China: A Comparative Per-
spective.” International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative 
Criminology 48 (5): 523–36. 
Cohen, J. A., and Y. Han. 2011. “China’s Struggle for Criminal Justice.” U.S. 
Asia Law Institute, September 27. http://www.usasialaw.org/?p=5928.
He, J. 2007. “Ten Tendencies of Criminal Justice.” Frontiers of Law in China 
2 (1): 1–22. 
Hom, S. and S. Mosher, eds. 2007. Challenging China: Struggle and Hope in 
an Era of Change. New York: New Press. 
Hong Lu, and T. D. Miethe. 2010. “Editors’ Introduction.” In “Crime and 
Justice in China,” edited by Hong Lu and Terence D. Miethe. Special is-
sue, Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 26 (1): 4–6. 
Lee, T. 1997. Law, the State, and Society in China. New York: Garland.
Peerenboom, R. P. 2006. “Law and Development of Constitutional Democ-
racy: Is China a Problem Case? Annals of the American Academy of Po-
litical and Social Science 603:192–99.
Seay, P. A. 1998. “Law, Crime, and Punishment in the People’s Republic of 
China: A Comparative Introduction to the Criminal Justice and Legal 
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System of the People’s Republic of China.” Indiana International & Com-
parative Law Review 9 (1): 143–54. 
Trevaskes, S. 2007. “Severe and Swift Justice in China.” British Journal of 
Criminology, 47(1): 23–41. 
Trevaskes, S. 2011. “Political Ideology, the Party, and Politicking: Justice 
System Reform in China.” Modern China 37(3): 315–44. 
US Congressional-Executive Commission on China (2002). China’s Crimi-
nal Justice System : Roundtable before the Congressional-Executive Com-
mission on China, One Hundred Seventh Congress, Second Session, July 
26, 2002. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office. http://purl.ac-
cess.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS22980. For sale by the US Government Printing 
Office, Superintendent of Documents, Congressional Sales Office. 
Wang, Y. 2008. “China Reexamined: The Worst Offender or a Strong Con-
tender.” Michigan Law Review 106(6): 1143–55. 
White, L. T. 2008. “Contemporary China: A Book List.” Winter 2007–2008 
edition. http://www.princeton.edu/~lynn/chinabib.pdf.
Xin, R., and X. Ren. 1997. Tradition of the Law and Law of the Tradition: 
Law, State, and Social Control in China. Contributions in Criminology 
and Penology, 50. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 
Yuzhong, D. 2010. “The Pursuit of Criminal Justice.” In China’s Journey 
toward the Rule of Law: Legal Reform, 1978–2008, edited by C. Dingjian 
and W. Chenguang, 155–98. Boston: Brill.
Zhang, L., S.  F. Messner, and J. Liu. 2008. “A Critical Review of Recent 
Literature on Crime and Criminal Justice in China: Research Findings, 
Challenges, and Prospects.” In “Crime and Criminal Justice in China: 
The Current Knowledge Base and Prospects for Future Research,” edited 
by Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner and Jianhong Liu. Special issue, 
Crime, Law and Social Change 50(3): 125–30. 
Zheng, X. 2006. Reforming Injustices within the Criminal Justice System in 
China. PhD diss., Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada. 
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History
Non Period Specific General Criminal Justice Histories
Dutton, M. 1992. Policing and Punishment in China: From Patriarchy to 
“the People.” Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Covers regulation 
and punishment from late imperial to modern China, with particular 
emphasis on the hukou household registration system.
Mühlhahn, K. 2009. Criminal Justice in China: A History. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press. This highly praised work covers the Late Im-
perial period through Deng’s Early Reform period, paying particular at-
tention to the role of punishment.
Pre-1949
Bourgon, J. 2003. “Abolishing ‘Cruel Punishments’: A Reappraisal of the 
Chinese Roots and Long-Term Efficiency of the Xinzheng Legal Re-
forms.” Modern Asian Studies 37 (4): 851–62. This article covers the 
1905 suppression of so-called cruel punishments (kuxing). 
Brook, T., J. Bourgon, and G. Blue. (2008). Death by a Thousand Cuts. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
Dikötter, F. 2002. Crime, Punishment, and the Prison in Modern China, 
1895–1949. New York: Columbia University Press.
Dikötter, F., L. LLaamann, and Z. Xun. 2004. Narcotic Culture: A History of 
Drugs in China. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Gui, W., and R. van Gulik. 2007. Crime and Punishment in Ancient Chi-
na : T’ang-yin-pi-shih. Bangkok, Thailand: Orchid Press. (Originally 
published as Tang-yin-pi-shih [Parallel Cases from under the Pear Tree]. 
Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1956). This piece is a thirteenth-century manual of 
jurisprudence and detection. 
MacCormack, G. 1990. Traditional Chinese Penal Law. Edinburgh, Scot-
land: Edinburgh University Press.
McKnight, B. E. 1981. The Quality of Mercy: Amnesties and Traditional Chi-
nese Justice. Honolulu: University Press of Hawaii.
Song, C., and B. McKnight, trans. 1981. The Washing Away of Wrongs: 
Forensic Medicine in Thirteenth-century China. Science, Medicine, and 
Technology in East Asia, Vol. 1. Ann Arbor: Center for Chinese Studies, 
University of Michigan.
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Wong, K. C. 1998. “Black’s Theory on the Behaviour of Law Revisited III: 
Law as More or Less Governmental Social Control.” International Jour-
nal of the Sociology of Law 26 (3): 365–92. This article reviews the law 
enforcement role and functions of the Strike Committee during the 
Canton–Hong Kong strike of 1925–26.
1949 to the Death of Mao Zedong, 1976
Cohen, J. 1968. The Criminal Process in the People’s Republic of China, 
1949–63: An Introduction. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
Gao, E. 2009. In Search of my Homeland: A Memoir of a Chinese Labor 
Camp. New York: Ecco Press. This piece is concerned with the Mao pe-
riod.
Johnson, E. H. 1986. “Politics, Power and Prevention: The People’s Repub-
lic of China Case.” Journal of Criminal Justice 14 (5), 449–57. 
Lo, C. W. 1985. The Legal System and Criminal Responsibility of Intellectuals 
in the People’s Republic of China, 1949–82. Maryland Occasional Papers/
Reprints Series in Contemporary Asian Studies, no. 2. Baltimore: Oc-
casional Papers/Reprints Series. http://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.
edu/mscas/vol1985/iss2/1/. 
Rickett, W., and A. Rickett. 1957. Prisoners of Liberation: Four Years in a 
Chinese Communist Prison. New York: Cameron Associates.
Trevaskes, S. 2004. “Propaganda Work in Chinese Courts: Public Trials 
and Sentencing Rallies as Sites of Expressive Punishment and Public 
Education in the People’s Republic of China.” Punishment and Society 
6 (1): 5–21. 
Reform Era to Tiananmen Square, 1989
Bracey, D. H. 1989. “The Regulations of the People’s Republic of China 
concerning Punishments for Disturbing Order: The Police and Admin-
istrative Punishment.” Criminal Justice Review 14 (2): 154–65. 
Chiu, H. 1981. Structural Changes in the Organization and Operation of 
China’s Criminal Justice System. Review of Socialist Law 7 (1): 53–72. 
(Reprinted in Occasional Papers/Reprints Series in Contemporary 
Asian Studies, 1981 no. 1. http://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/
mscas/vol1981/iss1/1.)
Chiu, H. 1988. China’s Changing Criminal Justice System. Current History 
87 (530): 265–69. 
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Cohen, J. A. (1982). “China’s Criminal Codes.” Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology 73 (1): 135–37. 
Leng, S. C., and H. Chiu. 1985. Criminal Justice in Post-Mao China: Analy-
sis and Documents. Albany: University of New York Press.
Tanner, H. M. 1999. Strike Hard! Anti-crime Campaigns and Chinese Crim-
inal Justice, 1979–1985. Cornell East Asia series, no. 104. Ithaca, NY: 
East Asia Program, Cornell University.
Troyer, R. J., J. P. Clark, and D. G. Rojek. 1989. Social Control in the People’s 
Republic of China. New York: Praeger.
Post–Tiananmen Square to 2003
Asia Watch. 1991. Prison Labor in China. New York: Asia Watch.
Chiu, H. 1992. “China’s Criminal Justice System and the Trial of Pro-de-
mocracy Dissidents.” New York University Journal of International Law 
and Politics 24 (3): 1181–1201. (Reprinted in Maryland Series in Con-
temporary Asian Studies, 1992, No. 6, Article 1. http://digitalcommons.
law.umaryland.edu/mscas/vol1992/iss6/1/.) 
Deng, X., and A. Cordilia. 1999. “To Get Rich Is Glorious: Rising Expecta-
tions, Declining Control, and Escalating Crime in Contemporary Chi-
na.” International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Crimi-
nology 43 (2): 211–29. 
Dikötter, F. 2002. Crime, Punishment and the Prison in Modern China. New 
York: Columbia University Press.
Dikötter, F. 2002. The Promise of Repentance: Prison Reform in Modern 
China. British Journal of Criminology 42 (2): 240–49. 
Dutton, M. (1992). “A Mass Line without Politics, Community Policing 
and Economic Reform.” In Economic reform and social change in China, 
edited by A. Watson, 200–27. London: Routledge. 
Dutton, M., and L. Tianfu. 1993. “Missing the Target? Policing Strategies in 
the Period of Economic Reform.” Crime & Delinquency 39 (3): 316–36.
Gaylord, M. S. 1990. “The Chinese Laundry: International Drug Traffick-
ing and Hong Kong’s Banking Industry.” Contemporary Crises 14 (1): 
23–37. 
Gelatt, T. A. 1993. Criminal Justice with Chinese Characteristics : China’s 
Criminal Process and Violations of Human Rights. New York: Lawyers 
Committee for Human Rights, Human Rights First.
Shapiro, S. 1990. The Law and the Lore of China’s Criminal Justice. Beijing: 
New World Press. Distributed by China International Book Trading Corp.
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Tong, J. 2002. “Anatomy of Regime Repression in China: Timing, 
Enforcement institutions, and Target Selection in Banning the Falung-
ong, July 1999.” Asian Survey 42 (6): 795–820. 
Vagg, J. 1992. “The Borders of Crime: Hong Kong-China Cross-border 
Criminal Activity.” British Journal of Criminology 32 (3): 310–28. 
Wong, K. C. (2002). “Policing in the People’s Republic of China: The Road 
to Reform in the 1990s.” British Journal of Criminology 42 (2): 281–316. 
Criminology
Cao, L. 2004. “The State of Criminology in China.” The Criminologist 29 
(4): 1–5.
Friday, P. C. 1998. “Crime and Crime Prevention in China: A Challenge 
to the Development-Crime Nexus.” Journal of Contemporary Criminal 
Justice 14 (3): 296–314. 
Hebenton, B., and S. Jou. 2010. “Criminology in and of China: Disci-
pline and Power.” Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 26 (1): 
7–19. 
Huang, H. L. 2006. “Dragon Brothers and Tiger Sisters: A Conceptual 
Typology of Counter-cultural Actors and Activities of American 
Chinatowns, China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan, 1912–2004.” Crime, Law 
and Social Change 45 (1): 71–91. 
Liu, J. 2004. “Social Transition and Crime in China: An Economic Moti-
vation Thesis.” Australian and New Zealand Journal of Criminology 37 
(Suppl. 1): 122–38. 
Mei, J., and M. Wang. 2007. “Social Change, Crime, and Criminology in 
China.” Crime and Justice International 23 (97): 14–22.
Messner, S. F., Z. Lu, L. Zhang, and J. Liu. 2007. “Risks of Criminal Vic-
timization in Contemporary Urban China: An Application of Lifestyle/
Routine Activities Theory.” Justice Quarterly 24 (3): 496–522. 
Tanner, M. S. 2002. “Changing Windows on a Changing China: The Evolv-
ing ‘Think Tank’ System and the Case of the Public Security Sector.” 
China Quarterly, no. 171, 559–74. 
Wong, K. C. (2008). “The Study of Criminology in China. Historical De-
velopment: Part I.” China Report 44 (3): 213–31. 
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Wong, K. C. 2008. “The Study of Criminology in China. Part II: 
Contemporary developments.” China Report 44 (4): 323–46. 
Zhang, L., S. F. Messner, and J. Liu. 2007. “An Exploration of the Determi-
nants of Reporting Crime to the Police in the City of Tianjin, China.” 
Criminology 45 (4): 959–84. 
Zhao, L. S. 2008. “Anomie Theory and Crime in a Transitional China 
(1978– ).” International Criminal Justice Review 18:137–57.
Research and Methodological Issues
Curran, D. J., and S. Cook. 1993. “Doing Research in Post-Tiananmen Chi-
na.” In Researching Sensitive Topics, edited by C. M. Renzetti and R. M. 
Lee, 71–81. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.
He, N., and I. H. Marshall. 1997. “Social Production of Crime Data: A 
Critical Examination of Chinese Crime Statistics.” International Crimi-
nal Justice Review 7 (1): 46–64.
Liang, B., and H. Lu. 2006. “Conducting Fieldwork in China: Observations 
on Collecting Primary Data Regarding Crime, Law, and the Criminal 
Justice System.” Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 22 (2): 157–72. 
Liu, J. 2007. “Developing Comparative Criminology and the Case of China: 
An Introduction.” International Journal of Offender Therapy and Com-
parative Criminology 51 (1): 3–8. 
Liu, J. 2008. “Data Sources in Chinese Crime and Criminal Justice Re-
search.” Crime, Law and Social Change 50 (3): 131–47. 
Ross, J. I., and M. Dai. 2012. “The Dissemination of Criminological and 
Criminal Justice Knowledge and Practice: A Profile of People’s Repub-
lic of China Scholars who Earn Doctorates in the United States.” Asian 
Journal of Criminology: An Interdisciplinary Journal on Crime, Law and 
Deviance in Asia 7 (3): 225–238. 
Zhang, L., S. Messner, J. Lu, and J. Liu. 2007. “Criminological Research in 
Contemporary China: Challenges and Lessons Learned from a Large-
scale Criminal Victimization Survey.” International Journal of Offender 
Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 51 (1): 110–121. 
Zvekić, U., W. Lixian, and R. Scherpenzeel, eds. 1995. Development and 
Policy Use of Criminal Justice Information. Proceedings of the Beijing 
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Seminar, Beijing, China. September 12–16, 1994. Beijing and Rome: 
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute.
Police and Policing
Two particular themes stand out in the literature on policing: campaign-
style enforcement and community policing.
Susan Trevaskes has written extensively about campaign justice, from 
the first Strike Hard! (yanda) campaign in the early 1980s to the present 
day (see Tanner’s Strike Hard! in the history section for a thorough re-
view of the period 1979–85, and a discussion of the influence of the Soviet 
Union). Campaigns “share the characteristics of coordinated operation 
(tongyi xingdong), which involves interagency bureaucratic mobilization 
at multiple levels of government.”4 Campaigns have been waged against 
serious crime, drugs, prostitution, nonpayment of wages, and other ills. 
Widely used in the prereform era, typified by mass mobilization and used 
as a “powerful ideological tool”5; at present they operate “without the 
near complete disregard for legality that was common in many prereform 
campaigns”6 as “transformed, depoliticised or technocratic versions of the 
political mass mobilization campaigns.”7 Multiple party and state agencies 
are involved, including the courts, with punishments meted out tending to 
be harsher than normal. 
Formerly an inspector with the Hong Kong Police, Kam C. Wong earned 
a JD and a PhD in the United States and has held academic appointments 
in Hong Kong and the United States. He is currently at Xavier University 
in Ohio. He has written extensively on Chinese policing and is a founding 
member of the Asian Association of Police Studies. His 2001 paper reviews 
the background of community policing in China, emphasizing the tradi-
tion of localized informal social control. 
4. S. Biddulph, S. Cooney, and Y. Zhu, “Rule of Law with Chinese Characteristics: 
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Additional sections of this bibliography cover the powers of the police to 
detain people without charge (administrative detention) and interrogation. 
Biddulph, S., S. Cooney, and Zhu, Y. 2012. “Rule of Law with Chinese 
Characteristics: The Role of Campaigns in Lawmaking.” Law & Policy 
34 (4): 373–401. 
Dan, M. 2008. “Policing in the People’s Republic of China: A Review of 
Recent Literature.” Crime, Law and Social Change 50 (3): 211–27. 
Dutton, M. 2000. “The End of the (Mass) Line? Chinese Policing in the Era 
of the Contract.” Social Justice 27 (2): 61–105.
Dutton, M. 2009. “A Chinese Theory of Community Policing.” In Commu-
nity Policing: International Patterns and Comparative Perspectives, edited 
by D. Wisler and I. D. Onwudiwe, 215–56. Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press.
He, X. F. 2003. “Sporadic Law Enforcement Campaigns as a Means of So-
cial Control: A Case Study from a Rural-Urban Migrant Enclave in Bei-
jing.” Columbia Journal of Asian Law 17 (1): 121–45. 
Jiao, A. Y. 2001. “Police and Culture: A Comparison between China and 
the United States.” Police Quarterly 4 (2): 156–85. 
Lam, W. 2011. “The Politicisation of China’s Law-Enforcement and Judicial 
Apparatus.” In The Impact of China’s 1989 Tiananmen Massacre, edited 
by J. P. Beja, 125–141. New York and London: Routledge.
Liang, B. 2005. “Severe Strike Campaign in Transitional China.” Journal of 
Criminal Justice 33 (4): 387–99. 
Lo, S. S. 2012. “The Changing Context and Content of Policing in China 
and Hong Kong: Policy Transfer and Modernisation.” Policing and Soci-
ety 22 (2): 185–203. 
Ma, Y. 1997. “The Police Law 1995: Organization, Functions, Powers and 
Accountability of the Chinese Police.” Policing 20 (1): 113–35.
Shukai, Z. 2000. “Criminality and the Policing of Migrant Workers.” China 
Journal 43:101–10. 
Sun, I. Y., and Y. Wu. 2010. “Chinese Policing in a Time of Transition, 
1978–2008.” Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 26 (1): 20–35. 
Trevaskes, S. 2003. “Yanda 2001: Form and Strategy in a Chinese Anti-
crime Campaign.” Australian and New Zealand Journal of Criminology 
36 (3): 272–92.
Trevaskes, S. 2010. Policing Serious Crime in China : From “Strike Hard” to “Kill 
Fewer.” Routledge studies on China in transition. New York: Routledge.
Wong, K. C. 2001. “Community Policing in China: Philosophy Law and 
Practice.” International Journal of the Sociology of Law 29 (2): 127–47. 
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Wong, K. C. 2012. Police Reform in China. Boca Raton, FL: Taylor Francis.
Wong, Kam C. 2004. “Govern Police by Law (Yifa Zhijing) in China.” Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Journal of Criminology 37 (Suppl. 1): 90–106. 
Wong, K. C. 2009. Chinese Policing: History and Reform. New Perspectives 
in Criminology and Criminal Justice, vol. 3. New York: Peter Lang.
Wong, K. C. 2010. “The Study of Policing in China.” In Police Without Bor-
ders: The Fading Distinction between Local and Global, edited by C. Rob-
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incorporates the 2010 evidence rules,” and went into effect in January 2013.23 
“Amendment 8 of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China: 
People’s Republic of China Presidential Order no. 41.” 2012. Chinese 
Law and Government 45 (1): 57–58. 
Baker, D. J., and L. X. Zhao. 2009. “Responsibility Links, Fair Labeling, and 
Proportionality in China: Comparing China’s Criminal Law Theory and 
Doctrine.” UCLA Journal of International Law & Foreign Affairs 14 (2): 
275–329. 
Belkin, I. 2007. “China.” In Criminal Procedure: A Worldwide Study, 2nd ed., 
edited by C. M. Bradley, 91–106. Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press. 
Bo, Z. 2010. “The National Human Rights Action Plan 2009–2010: The 
Chinese Government’s Attitude toward the New Criminal Procedure 
Reform.” Criminal Justice Studies 23 (3): 269–76. 
Capowski, J. J. 2012. “China’s Evidentiary and Procedural Reforms, the Fed-
eral Rules of Evidence, and the Harmonization of Civil and Common 
Law.” Texas International Law Journal 47:455–504.
20. M. K. Lewis, “Presuming Innocence, or Corruption, in China,” Columbia 




  Justice System of the People’s Republic of China 383
Chen, W. 2006. “The Basic Concepts of Re-modifying the Criminal Proce-
dure Law.” Frontiers of Law in China 1 (2): 153–63. 
Chen, W. 2010. “Retrospection and Perspective: Chinese Criminal Proce-
dure Law (1979–2009).” Frontiers of Law in China 5 (4): 510–31. 
Chen, Y. J. 2011. “One Problem, Two Paths: A Taiwanese Perspective on 
the Exclusionary Rule in China.” New York University Journal of Interna-
tional Law & Politics 43 (3): 713–28. 
Congressional-Executive Commission on China. (2008). Rights of Crimi-
nal Suspects and Defendants: Reprinted from the 2007 Annual Report of 
the Congressional-Executive Commission on China, One Hundred Tenth 
Congress, First Session, October 10, 2007. Washington, DC: Government 
Printing Office. For sale by the Superintendent of Documentation, US 
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC. Retrieved from http://
purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS93320.
Clarke, D. C. 1998. Wrongs and Rights: A Human Rights Analysis of 
China’s Revised Criminal Law. New York: Lawyers Committee for Hu-
man Rights. http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/ 
Wrongs-Rights-HRF-rep.pdf.
Cohen, J. A. 2011. “Reforming China’s Criminal Procedure: An Introduc-
tion to this Symposium.” Columbia Journal of Asian Law 24 (2): 213–27. 
Daum, J. 2011. “Tortuous Progress: Early Cases under China’s New Proce-
dures for Excluding Evidence in Criminal Cases.” New York University 
Journal of International Law & Politics 43 (3): 699–712. 
Fu, H. L. L. 1998. “Criminal Defence in China: The Possible Impact of the 
1996 Criminal Procedural Law Reform.” China Quarterly 153:31–48. 
Halliday, T., and S. Liu. 2009. “Recursivity in Legal Change: Lawyers and 
Reforms of China’s Criminal Procedure Law.” Law & Social Inquiry 
34:A911–950.
He, H. 2008. “The Dawn of the Due Process Principle in China.” Columbia 
Journal of Asian Law 22 (1): 57–118. 
Hecht, J. (1996). Opening to Reform? An Analysis of China’s Revised Crimi-
nal Procedure Law. New York: Lawyers Committee for Human Rights. 
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Opening_to_Reform.pdf. 
Huatr, D. 2011. “Translation of China’s New Rules on Evidence in Criminal 
Trials.” New York University Journal of International Law & Politics 43 
(3): 739–65. 
Human Rights Watch. 1997. Whose Security? “State Security” in China’s 
New Criminal Code. New York: Human Rights Watch. http://www.hrw.
org/legacy/reports/1997/china5/.
384 Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement
Jianwei, Z. 2012. “Judicial Amendment and Lack of Thoroughness: Analy-
sis of Provisions on Evidence in the Amendment to the Criminal Proce-
dure Law.” Social Sciences in China 33 (4): 149–56. 
Kinkel, J., and W. Hurst. 2011. “Review Essay. Access to Justice in Post-Mao 
China: Assessing the Politics of Criminal and Administrative Law.” Jour-
nal of East Asian Studies 11 (3): 467–99.
Lewis, M. 2011. “Controlling Abuse to Maintain Control: The Exclusionary 
Rule in China.” NYU Journal of International Law and Politics 43:629–
697. This article was awarded the Jerome A. Cohen Prize for Interna-
tional Law and East Asia.
Li, L., and Y. Ma. 2010. “Adjudication and Legal Reforms in Contemporary 
China.” Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 26 (1): 36–52. 
Liang, B. 2008. The Changing Chinese Legal System, 1978–Present: 
Centralization of Power and Rationalization of the Legal System. New 
York: Routledge.
Lo, W. 1995. China’s Legal Awakening: Legal Theory and Criminal Justice in 
Deng’s Era. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press.
Long, Z. 2006. “On the Criminal Policy of China in Regulating Economy 
in Transition.” Frontiers of Law in China 1 (2): 221–31. 
Luo, W. 2000. The Amended Criminal Procedure Law and the Criminal 
Court Rules of the People’s Republic of China: With English Translation, 
Introduction, and Annotation. Buffalo, NY: W. S. Hein & Co.
Ma, Y. 2003. “The Powers of the Police and the Rights of Suspects under the 
Amended Criminal Procedure Law of China.” Policing: An International 
Journal of Police Strategies & Management 26 (3): 490–510. 
Ma, Yue. 2007. “A Comparative View of the Law of Interrogation.” Interna-
tional Criminal Justice Review 17 (1): 5–26.
Minyuan, W. 2009. “On the ‘Criterion’ of Proof in Capital Cases and the 
Revision of the Criminal Procedure Law.” Social Sciences in China 30 
(2): 138–51. 
Nesossi, E. 2012. China’s Pre-trial Justice: Criminal Justice, Human Rights and 
Legal Reforms in Contemporary China. London: Wildy, Simmonds and Hill.
Rho, H. J. 2011. “The Exclusionary Rule in China and a Closer Look at the 
Dynamics of Reform.” New York University Journal of International Law 
& Politics 43 (3): 729–38.
Ruihua, C. 2011. “China’s New Exclusionary Rule: An Introduction.” Co-
lumbia Journal of Asian Law 24 (2): 229–46. 
Sapio, F. 2010. Sovereign Power and the Law in China. China Studies, vol. 
18. Leiden, the Netherlands, and Boston: Brill.
  Justice System of the People’s Republic of China 385
Secretariat of Amnesty International. (2002). People’s Republic of China: 
China’s Anti-terrorism Legislation and Repression in the Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region. London: Amnesty International. 
Wang, J. 2006. “On the Theoretical Basis for Plea Bargaining System.” Fron-
tiers of Law in China 1 (2): 185–92. 
Wang, S. 2010. “On Development of Criminal Law in the People’s Republic 
of China.” Verfassung und Recht in Übersee/Law & Politics in Africa, 
Asia & Latin America 43 (3): 292–303. 
Yang, V. C. 1996. “How to Specify? Vagueness in Definitions of Crimes in 
Chinese Law and Reception of Western Legal Concepts.” PhD diss. Si-
mon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada.
Yin, B., P. Duff. 2010. “Criminal Procedure in Contemporary China: So-
cialist, Civilian or Traditional?” International and Comparative Law 
Quarterly 59 (4): 1099–127. 
Zemin, J. 2012. “Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China: Presiden-
tial Decree of the People’s Republic of China Order No. 83.” Chinese Law 
and Government 45 (2): 74–77. 
Zheng, L. 2012. “Revival and Development of the Criminal Reconciliation 
System in China.” Social Sciences in China 33 (4): 168–78. 
Rule of Law 
States that operate under a “rule of law” legal system theoretically hold 
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The tools and strategies available to criminal defense lawyers in China are 
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Special Administrative Regions: Hong Kong and Macau
Hong Kong and Macau, colonies of Great Britain and Portugal, respective-
ly, until the late 1990s, have retained a large amount of autonomy from the 
Chinese government. Both have their own constitutions (the Basic Laws). 
The social environments, criminal justice systems, and procedures are very 
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Websites and Social Media
This section lists current-affairs resources, including news sources, blogs, 
and websites of think tanks, research institutions, government organiza-
tions, and some professional and academic organizations with English-
language websites. 
Professional and Academic Organizations
ABA Section of International Law. China Committee. http://apps.american-
bar.org/dch/committee.cfm?com=IC860000&edit=1. This source pub-
lishes the China Law Reporter, which is available on its website. 
Asian Association of Police Studies. http://www.aaps.or.kr/. The association 
publishes the Asian Pacific Journal of Police & Criminal Justice, articles 
from which are available on its website. 
Asian Criminological Society. http://www.ntpu.edu.tw/college/e4/acs/. 
Association of Chinese Criminology and Criminal Justice. http://www.
acccjus.org. This association was founded in 2010 during the annual 
meeting of American Society of Criminology in San Francisco.
European China Law Studies Association. http://www.ecls.eu/. 
Human Rights Nongovernmental Organizations
Amnesty International. http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/china. 
Chinese Human Rights Defenders. http://chrdnet.com/. CHRD publishes 
briefings and research reports on its website. 
Dui Hua. http://duihua.org/wp/. Founded in 1999, this San Francisco– and 
Hong Kong–based NGO focuses on political and religious prisoners, 
juvenile justice, women in prison, and other criminal justice issues. 
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Dui Hua - Human Rights Journal: Current Issues in China’s Criminal Justice 
System. http://www.duihuahrjournal.org/. 
Human Rights in China. http://www.hrichina.org/. This NGO, with offices 
in New York, Hong Kong, and Brussels, was founded by Chinese stu-
dents and scholars in March 1989.
Human Rights Watch. http://www.hrw.org/asia/china. 
Academic Sites
John L. Thornton China Center at the Brookings Institution. http://www.
brookings.edu/about/centers/china. 
China Center at Yale Law School. http://www.law.yale.edu/intellectuallife/
chinalawcenter_mission.htm. 
China Justice News Update at Harvard Kennedy School. http://www.hks.
harvard.edu/programs/criminaljustice/research-publications/publica-
tions/china-justice-news-update. 
Chinalaw List [Listserv] (formerly Chinese Law Net). http://chinalawlist.
org. 
China Media Project, a project of the Journalism & Media Studies Centre at 
the University of Hong Kong. http://cmp.hku.hk/. 
U.S. Asia Law Institute, at New York University; founded in 1996 by Jerome 
A. Cohen, the institute’s site still features his blog. http://www.usasialaw.org/. 
University of Hong Kong Centre for Criminology. http://www.crime.hku.hk/
HKUcrime 4/HKUcrime/index.html. Reports and other publications 
are hosted at this site. 
University of Hong Kong Scholars Hub. http://hub.hku.hk/. This institution-
al repository includes the full texts of doctoral theses from the criminol-
ogy department. 
News Sites
Caixin Online. http://english.caixin.com/. This Beijing-based news site 
provides business, financial, and other news; its editor earned fame and 
notoriety for her investigative journalism. 
China Daily Online. http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/. This is the online 
English-language version of the government-supported People’s Daily, 
very much an organ of the Communist Party. 
China Hearsay. http://www.chinahearsay.com/. This site provides com-
mentary on Chinese law, economics, and business.
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South China Morning Post. http://www.scmp.com. This site is an English-
language Hong Kong newspaper.
Tea Leaf Nation: “Making Sense of China through Social Media.” http://tea-
leafnation.com/. This English-language “magazine” re-reports stories 
and trends from the Chinese-language Internet world.
Wall Street Journal China Real Time Report (blog). http://blogs.wsj.com/
chinarealtime/. 
Government Sites
Supreme People’s Court of the People’s Republic of China (English-language 
version). http://en.chinacourt.org/. 
U.S. Congressional-Executive Commission on China. http://www.cecc.gov/. 
This Commission has a mandate to monitor human rights and the rule 
of law in China. The annual report is available on the website. 
Blogs
China Law and Policy. http://chinalawandpolicy.com/. Founded by lawyer 
Elizabeth Lynch, and notable for its video podcasts of interviews with 
researchers and others. It also has book reviews.
Chinese Law and Politics Blog. http://sinolaw.typepad.com/chinese_law_
and_politics_/. This blog is edited by Carl Minzner, Associate Professor 
of Law, Washington University in St. Louis. 
Chinese Law Prof Blog. http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/china_law_prof_
blog/. This blog is authored by Donald C. Clarke, Professor of Law at 
George Washington University Law School. 
Jerome A .Cohen’s Blog. http://www.usasialaw.org/?cat=29. This is the blog 
of Jerome A. Cohen, eminent China law scholar. 
